but a more immediate problem was that federal! officials sent to Utah Territory 


Claimed that they were ignored, and that Mormon probate courts were the only 
recognized law. Charges and counter-charges and harsh words on both sides 
added fuel to the fire, and public statements such as one made by Brigham Young 
In 1847 when he said “Give us ten years and we will ask no quarter of the 


ry: a [2 7 ae 3 kes i 
United States,” a couldn’t help but arouse suspicion in official Washington. — By 


mid-summer of 1857 a state of war existed between the Utah Territory and the 


Carson Valley, but which he would understand all toowell before that long summer 
was over. 

On May 28th, 1857 President James Buchanan ordered the United States 
Army into Utah Territory with orders to General William Selby Harney to resolve 


the “Mormon problem” once and for all and to capture Salt Lake City before 


winter. General Harney replied, “J am ordered there and I will winter in Salt 
= KH 
Lake Valley or I will winter _in helt Both President Buchanan and General 


Harney grossly underestimated the will of the Mormon people or their 


determination to defend their homes, for General Harney never saw Salt Lake City 
and was removed from his command in disgrace, while President Buchanan would 
be held in contempt by nearly everyone in every quarter of the land. But that 
was all in the future - all Joseph and the rest of the settlers at Carson Valley 
knew was that they were at war with the United States. 

On September 5th, 1857 just when it seemed to Joseph that at last he had 
found a permanent home for his family, his old friend Peter Conover arrived from 
Salt Lake City bearing a message from Brigham Young to Mission President 
Chester Loveland. All of the settlers were stunned at the message, which read, 
“There is an army of 2,500 to 3,500 enroute to this territory. We have concluded 
it is wisdom thal you should dispose of your property as well as you can. Make 
no noise about your business, but let all things be done quietly and in order. 


nl6 


Return immediately and bring all the guns and bullets you can buy.” In his 


journal Abraham Hunsaker told the story in even plainer words. “We received an 
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express from Brigham Young to sell out and start home in two weeks, as the 


United States has waged war against the Saints, and is sending 3,000 soldiers to 
Great Salt Lake Cily. Brother Brigham told us he didn’t expect the army would 
be allowed to come in. This puts an end to our farming in this country.” |? All 
of their hard work and risks had been for naught, the Carson Valley Mission was 
to be abandoned. 

With heavy hearts, Joseph and the other settlers began disposing of their 
property, selling everything they owned for a pittance, for the miners and other 
gentiles knew the Mormons had no time to waste and offered only a small part of 
what their properties were actually worth. $12,600 was raised from the sale of 
property and from Bishop Loveland’s tithing receipts. Peter Conover, Oliver 
Huntington and Bob Walker took most of the gold collected and went over the 
Sierras to San Francisco where they purchased “500 pistols, a wagon load of 
rifles, and 2,700 pounds of ammunition.” 8 

Meanwhile at Salt Lake City a shop was built on Temple Square where 
revolvers based on Samuel Colt’s patents were manufactured at the rate of twenty 
per week. Sam Colt had earlier presented Brigham Young with a pair of his 
famous revolvers, at which time he said, “Brigham Young is the sort of man who 
can appreciate the advantages of possessing arms of my invention to protect his 
people from savages and while marauders who are always willing to rob honest 


wl9 : "One Inte 
In view of Colt’s high 


persons who have not the power to protect themselves. 
opinion of Young, it is possible that he gave the Mormon leader permission to 
duplicate his patented revolvers. 

Peter Conover hauled the guns and ammunition he had purchased to 
Placerville and then loaded them on pack animals to take them over the Sierras. 
He was followed all the way by a gang of drunken and rowdy miners who tried to 
take the weapons from him. In his journal Conover told of a close call he had 
with the miners. “The miner’s big Captain came up to me and wanted to know 


what ! was going to do with all the guns and ammunition 1 had purchased. 1 told 
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him what I had bought was mine, and it was none of his business what 1 did with 


it. He said, ‘I will see you again before you get to Carson!’ 1 told him, ‘If you 
follow me, I will kill you and bury you without a sheet!’ We started out and | 
never saw the big Captain again, although his miners continued to follow wg029 
Several other parties also went over the mountains on back trails which Joseph 
told them of and purchased additional supplies at Angel’s Camp, including 300 
pounds of gunpowder and nearly a ton of lead. 

At Carson Valley the heavy weapons, lead, and gunpowder were loaded into a 
wagon, but the load was too heavy for one team to pull. Peter Conover related 
that Joseph Murdock furnished an extra team for the wagon. “/ sold Joseph 
Murdock my little wagon for his family to ride in for $50, and then bought a 
large wagon from Warren Smith at Reese’s Station for $200. The load was too 
heavy for my mules so | asked for another team and Joseph Murdock furnished a 


»21 The Carson Valley settlers started on their return trip to 


mule and a horse. 
Salt Lake City on September 20th, 1857 in a train of nearly 200 wagons and 250 
people, in five companies of fifty, with Conover as Captain. But as they were 
soon to learn, their troubles with the California miners weren’t over yet. 

At the sinks of the Humboldt a band of miners came up to the Mormon’s 
horse herd in the dead of night and demanded that they be allowed to enter the 
herd to locate several of their horses which they claimed the settlers had. Their 
intention was to stampede the horses so that the men of the wagon train would 
have no means of moving their wagon load of munitions. Captain Conover 
described what happened. “When I went to relieve the guard at midnight, the 
miners came and wanted to get their horses, saying they would rather ride at 
night. I told them they could not go in the herd, for if they did it would cause 
a stampede. Of course this is what they wanted to do. Joseph Murdock came up 
lo them and said, ‘The first man that swings a lasso in that herd of horses is a 
dead man!’ He meant what he said tno?" 

Conover then told the miners to go back to their camp and that he would 


look for their horses in the morning. When they returned to their camp Conover 
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placed them under guard to prevent further mischief. In the morning, Conovei 


opened a keg of whiskey and gave the miners all they could drink. He wrote. 
“They all got drunk and decided that Mormons weren't so bad afier all, We 
asked them if they would sell their guns and they all did except one, a young 


fellow who said his weapon belonged to his father. They all said they would 
9° 


pree 


never follow a Mormon again! 

The wagon train was crossing the worst part of the Forty Mile Desert when 
Eliza was ready to give birth. She later told her grandchildren how hard her 
ordeal was, and how she could hardly keep up with the wagons. As she trudged 
along she was hungry and thirsty, and fell to thinking of all the good things she 
had never had to eat. For some reason she thought of a lobster, and how if she 
could only taste one, how good it would be. As she walked along she could think 
of nothing else until she could hardly endure her longing. By the side of the 
trail she spied a small box which had been lost or discarded and she picked it up 
The box had a picture of a lobster on it! Eliza had never even seen a lobster. 
but she tied the small box in her apron and it seemed to relieve her longing anc 
give her the strength to go on, for in an hour or so she caught up with the 
wagons again. 

Eliza’s time had come and Joseph stopped his wagon in the shade of a great 
rock where the baby was born. They had no water to bathe the new-born baby 
in so Joseph had all of the children urinate in a wash basin so he could have 
something to wash the baby in, after which they continued on again, for they had 
no time to waste nor could they risk being left alone in the desert. They named 
the baby Rocksina for the large rock they had stopped by. Eliza later said she 
didn’t know how the box with the picture of a lobster on it came to be in the 
middle of the desert, but from then on she would only wish for things she could 
have!”4 
The return to Salt Lake City was a hard one, for the Carson pioneers were 
in a hurry and took the direct desert route across the Great Salt Desert instead 
of following the easier Malad and Bear River route they had taken te Carson. 
Their spirits were low too, for they were once again leaving what they had hoped 
would be their permanent homes and were returning to they knew not what, 
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knowing only that they had been called to defend Zion’s borders against an army 


which could be another Missouri or Illinois mob sent to drive them from. their 
homes, this time with government help. 

From the Humboldt Sink they crossed a dreary desert country to Ruby Valley 
and Steptoe Valley and then followed the Egan Trail around the south side of the 
Great Salt Lake Desert. They crossed Skull Valley to Grantsville and continued 
to Salt Lake City, arriving the first week in October, less than a month after 
Brigham had called them home. Although family records show Rocksina’s birth 
date as October 30th, 1857, both written and oral journals and traditions relate 
the story of how she was born along the trail several weeks earlier. We can only 
assume that she was born at the Humboldt Sinks but that her birth wasn’t 
recorded until after her family’s return to Salt Lake City. 

With Joseph’s stabilizing influence gone, the Indians at Carson Valley began 
attacking gentile settlers there. The following July two miners were killed by 
Indians, which led to the Pyramid Lake War in which Major William Ormsby and 
sixty miners were killed in what proved to be Nevada’s worst massacre. And 
“Lucky Bill? Thorington, whose ranch Joseph had purchased, wasn’t really lucky 
after all, for he was hung as a horse thief in June, 1858! 

Joseph had little time to rest at Salt Lake City, for he hardly had time to 
get his family settled before he was sent on another mission. Eliza and her 
children went to live with Eunice at American Fork while Jane and Elizibeth and 
their families returned to their small cabin at White’s Fort. After living at their 
rock home at Carson it must have been a real let down, for the cabin had been 
used as a stock shed while they were away. Pernetta returned to live with 
Eunice while Pick remained with Jane and Elizibeth. 

They were hardly settled before Joseph was called to defend Echo Canyon 
against the advance of the army. In his journal Peter Conover tells just how 
little time they had. “J staid at home only four days when I got my orders lo go 
to Echo Canyon, starting for there on Ociober 10th. I took two. prisoners to 
Wall’s camp and then Bill Hickman and I carried an express to Governor 
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Young. It was war, and to Joseph it looked like Nauvoo all over again. 
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